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F R O M  T H E  L I B R A R Y . . .
Winter is the perfect time for cosing up with a hot chocolate and a good

book!  
In this edition of Bookish we've been asking people around school for their
best book of 2018, so if you're stuck for what to read next, hopefully you'll

get some ideas!  
The library's book of 2018 was the grisly YA fantasy, The Call by Peadar Ó
Guilín. It's a bit like the Hunger Games (but way better) and pulls you deep
into Irish faerie-land but be warned- these fairies are anything but sweet!  

 Check out Page 5 for an exclusive interview
with the lovely author!  

Our other top recommendation of the year
is The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas.  

This brilliant book tackles racism, loyalty
and the power of finding your voice. We

loved it and think you will too.  
 

What was your book of 2018? And who can
you recommend it to?  

Finally, on behalf of all of us at Bookish, we
wish you a very merry Christmas!  
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F R O M  T H E  L I B R A R Y . . .

To anyone considering reading this book, I would HIGHLY recommend
it. Its action packed, with a gripping storyline. I would say it is probably

aimed at children aged 12-13+ as there are a few mild swear words/mild
violence, that younger readers may not enjoy. 

 
It is set in Ireland where people are being called to ‘the grey land’. The
Sidhe are creatures that have been banished from ‘the coloured land’

(our world) for their evil ways. The twist their victims into horrible figures.
They are trying to wipe out as many people as possible in order for

them to be able to enter our world again.  
 

I really like this book because there are loads of twists to the plot and it
always keeps you guessing what will happen next. 

I would definitely read more by this author because he is an extremely
entertaining writer. I am looking forward to reading the second book. 

 

T H E C A L L
Book by Peadar O' Guilin 

Review by Daniel N 7HKF 

 

PAGE NO.2 



PAGE NO.6 PAGE NO.5 

BOOKS OF 2018
The Tattooist of Auschwitz by
Heather Morris chosen by Ms

Phillips  
This is the first book I've ever

consistently read. I love it because
it's a very unique part of history. Its'
very moving and I recommend it to

everyone.  
 

After Dark by Haruki Murakami
chosen by Mr Marsh 

This book is the perfect length for
a train ride to Scotland: a random

group of people are united
through a strange night in Tokyo.

Dreams, love and magic.  
 

The Girl on the Train by Paula
Hawkins chosen by Ms Kenny  

A gripping, exciting page-turner,
impossible to put down. 
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BOOKS OF 2018
The Firm by John Grisham chosen by

Mr Finlay   
A crime book about corruption, which

has always intrigued me. I couldn't
put this down because I just wanted
to see what happened to the main

character.   
 

How Hard Can Love Be by Holly
Bourne chosen by Ms Sacree 
I loved these books by Holly

Bourne because they challenge
sexism and remind me of days at

college. And I loved the
romance!  

The Will to change by Bell Hooks
chosen by Mr Page 

A moving look at positive
masculinity for the 21st Century. I
thought about it a lot afterwards-

it made me want to change things. 
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What were your favourite
books as a teenager?  

There’s no competition on this one. I read
“Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien sixteen
times during my teens. I read a lot of his
imitators too and loved adventure-focussed
Science Fiction books by people like Harry
Harrison and Tanith Lee. 
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T H E  B O O K S  T H A T  M A K E  M E  . . .

Your book, The Call, draws on Irish Folklore and
Mythology. Do you think mythology is relevant
today?  
Mythology is what happens when you tell the same stories
again and again over thousands of years. Every generation
refines the plot and the characters until what you’re left
with is the purest essence of humanity. It is way too
powerful to ever become irrelevant. 
 

What are you reading at the moment?  

I have only just finished a book inspired by English
mythology -- “The Green Man’s Heir” by Juliet McKenna. I
enjoyed it a lot, but now I need to find a good read for the
rest of the week! 

What book would you recommend to
Patcham High students?  

First of all, I would say that everyone should
read whatever they enjoy the most. But if you
love dark adventures as much as I do, I would
highly recommend “Black Arts” by Prentice and
Weil. It’s a story of thieves and demons in
Elizabethan London. It is very exciting. 

What inspired you to write The Call?
So many things inspired it: the legends I grew
up with: the landscape around me; the school
I went to... But the thing that started me
writing it was an image I had of a room full of
people, where one of them suddenly
disappears and all their clothing falls to the
floor. It was such a strange thought but an
intriguing one too. I wanted to know where
the person went and what happened to
them. The answers are in “The Call”. 
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CRACKER JOKES
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Q: What did one snowman 
say to the other snowman?   

A: Can you smell carrots? 

Q: What did Cinderel
la 

say when her photos 

didn't arrive? 

A: "One day my prints 

will come!"

Q: Who is Santa's 

favourit
e singer?

 

A: Elfis Presley

 Q: Did Rudolph go to 
school? 

A: No, he was elf-taught

Q: H
ow

 did
 Mary

 & Jo
sep

h 

kno
w tha

t ba
by Je

sus
 was 

exa
ctly

 7lb
 9o

z?  

A: T
hey

 ha
d a weig

h in a 

mang
er

Q: What do you get if 

you eat Christmas 
decorations? A: Tinsillitis



When Tiffany the trainee
witch witnesses the Dark

Dance — the crossover from
summer to winter — she

does what no one has ever
done before and leaps into

the dance. Into the oldest
story there ever is. And

draws the attention of the
Wintersmith himself... 

 

Will Stanton discovers on
his 11th birthday that he is

no mere boy. He is the
Sign-Seeker, last of the

immortal Old Ones,
destined to battle the

powers of evil that trouble
the land. Can Will triumph,

against the Dark, or will
winter last forever? . 
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Feo and her mother
live in  the
snowbound woods of
Russia,  teaching pet
wolves to remember
how to be wild.  
When the murderous 
Russian Army
threatens her,  Feo is
left with no option
but to go on the run. 

Books for:
winter reading 

It's winter in Narnia,
always Winter but
never Christmas. Can
Lucy, Peter, Susan
and Edmund help
their friends  end the
reign of the White
Queen and save
Aslan before its too
late? 
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Miss Meaker's Book Club:

Our Books of the Year 2018

 
 
 
Ms Meaker: H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald.  
It reminded me of the beauty and power of nature and the patience required by
humans to tame it.  
 
Fred: The Stand by Stephen King.  
Compelling and addictive story based on human isolation. Worth 72 AR points!  
 
Jack McE: Blast from the Past by Ben Elton.  
Full of surprises and a very interesting story, unpredictable and not basic.  
 
Silas: Crongton Knights by Alex Wheatle.  
About things I’m interested in drama/robberies/ girls/ parties/ drinks/
violence./music.  
 
Ali: The Outsiders by SE Hinton.  
Gives a good indication on the differences in social class. Interesting.  
 
Jack L: Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney.  
Very funny and has a good story to it.  
 
Humayra: The Maze Runner by James Dasher.  
Interesting story, full of action.  
 
Aaliyah: Twilight by Stephanie Meyer. 
It really hooked me in and I enjoyed the storyline.  
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Brendan M 7HKF 
 
 
 

YOUR ART

Archie C  7HKF 
 



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  /  

P R I Z E S   
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Editorial team 
Evie Harman 
Jasmine Crosbie 
Emma Chapman 
 
Designer 
Jasmine Crosbie 
 
 
 
Finally, huge thanks to
The Reading Agency for
their generous support! 

Submissions that 
win a £5 amazon voucher  

Daniel N 8MSA 
Brendan M 7HKF 

Archie C 7HKF 
 
 

Come and claim your prizes
in the library! 

 
  
 
 



COMING SOON

The Classics and Mythology themed January issue,
celebrating a brilliant, unique genre of books to
discover in 2019. 
 
 
Once again, thank you for all your submissions - we'd
absolutely love to see your  enchanting and magical
artwork. 
 
 
Any suggestions or questions please don't hesitate to
contact the library - we love hearing your thoughts ! 
Don't forget we have a meeting every Monday
lunchtime in the library so pop along if you wish to be
involved. 
 

B O O K I S H  
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Designed by Patcham High
Students 
Submission Deadline: Friday 18th
January 2019 
 
Bookish editorial team meeting
every Monday lunchtime in the
library (Everyone welcome!) 


