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We're kicking off the new year with a special 
mythological edition of Bookish - as author 

Peadar O' Guilin told us in December's edition : 
 

"Mythology is what happens when you tell the 
same stories again and again over thousands of 
years. Every generation refines the plot and the 

characters until what you’re left with is the purest 
essence of humanity. It is way too powerful to 

ever become irrelevant." 
 
 
 
 

We have an brilliant interview with mythology 
hero Caroline Lawrence, writer of the hugely 

successful Roman Mysteries, plus a very special 
article which she wrote just for Patcham High.  

 
Thanks to all our brilliant contributors, and we 

hope you enjoy it!  
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 
REVIEW BY 
Amy T 9PMA                    Charles Dickens  

BL: 6.7 AR Pts: 5.0 
 
A Christmas Carol is about a character called Scrooge finding the true meaning of 
Christmas. Along the way he bumps into three ghosts who help him understand why 
people celebrate Christmas. My favourite character was Tiny Tim because he is a sweet 
character who believes everyone can change for the better. 
The storyline felt real because you have people who change for the better and help 
others who need it in their lives. 
After reading this I now look at people differently when I go out or try to help people 
when I can. If I had to rate this book out of ten I wold give it a seven.   
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EGYPTIAN  ROMAN  

Main God : Ra - 
 God of the sun 

 
Wisdom God : Thoth - 

also God of Magic 
 

Mother Goddess : 
Muth 

 
Water God : Sobek 

 
Warrior God : 

Sekhmet 
 

Under world /  
Harvest God : Osiris 

 
 
: 
 
 
 

Main God : Jupiter- 
God of the sky and 
thunder 
 
Wisdom Goddess 
:Minerva 
 
Mother Goddess : 
Juno 
 
Water God : Neptune 
-also God of the sea 
and earthquakes  
 
Warrior God : Mars 
 
Under world God : 
Pluto 
 
Harvest God: Ceres 
 
 
 

A God comparison : by Emma C 10AAM  
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GREEK NORSE

Main God : Zeus 
-God of sky & thunder  

 
Wisdom Goddess : Athena 

-also Goddess of the arts 
   

Mother Goddess : Hera 
-wife of Zeus   

 
Water God : Posidon  

 
Warrior God : Ares  

 
Under world God : Hades 

-also God of Wealth  
 

  Harvest Goddess : 
Demeter  

 
 
 
 
 

A God comparison : by Emma  

Main God : Odin 
-God of poetry, battle  
and death 
 
Wisdom Goddess : Vor 
 
Mother Goddess : 
Frigga 
-Wife to Odin 
 
Water God : Aegir 
 
Warrior God : Tyr 
 
Under world God : Hel 
-Ruler of Helheium, 
land of dishonourable 
death  
 
Harvest God : Freyja 
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BL: 6.7 AR Pts: 5.0 
 
A Christmas Carol is about a man who is greedy and obsessed with money. He believes 
that the poor are poor for a reason and they deserve to be in that position. The main 
character, Scrooge, is visited by three spirits and one ghost. The ghost was his old work 
partner, Marley, who explained how his actions in life forged shackles that he has to carry 
everywhere. During this Marley tells him he will be visited by three spirits that will help him 
break his bonds with the chains. The novel ends with a cliché of the main character 
changing his attitude and amending his ways.  

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 
REVIEW BY 
Billy M  9PMA                    Charles Dickens  
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T H E  B O O K S  T H A T  M A K E  M E  . . .  

 

1.       What was your favourite book as a teenager? 
The Last of the Wine by Mary Renault, an historical novel set in Classical Athens 

 
2.       What was the last book you really loved? 

In the past decade I’ve read handful of books that I liked enough to read them more than 
once. The most relevant is probably a book called Naples 44. It’s by a British soldier 

named Norman Lewis who was stationed in Naples in 1944 in the middle of WWII. It is 
fascinating, tragic, and funny. My favourite line is his description of seeing Vesuvius erupt: 

It was the most majestic and terrible sight I have ever seen, or ever expect to. 
 

3.       What book has changed your life? 
Homer’s Iliad in the E.V. Rieu translation. Along with "The Last of the Wine", it prompted 

me to sign up for an Ancient Greek class at university and sparked my lifelong interest in 
Classics. 

 
4.       Is mythology relevant today? 

Mythology is relevant because mythic structure and archetypes underpin some of the 
best modern books and movies ever made. 

 
5.       Who is your favourite mythical character and why? 

My current fave mythological character is Dionysus because he has so many faces and 
functions. I love him because he’s beautiful and dangerous and very mysterious: I'm still 

trying to understand him! 
 
 

f e a t u r i n g  C A R O L I N E  L A W R E N C E  
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6.       If you could time-travel when and where would you visit? 
If I could time travel, I’d go back to the year 399 BC and witness the last days of Socrates… (At 

the moment I’m writing a book about a boy who does just that! ) 
 

7.       What book would you recommend to Patcham High Students? 
I love books that transport me to other times and places. My Family and Other Animals by 
Gerald Durrell is the charming story of an English boy’s stay in Corfu in the 1930’s with his 

eccentric family. It beautifully describes the Greek landscape and peasant life not unlike what 
it might have been like in Classical times. It also makes me laugh more than any other book 

I’ve ever read. It’s a perfect holiday reading. 
 

8.       Why did you set your Roman Mysteries books in Ostia at first and not in Rome? 
At first I was going to set the series in Rome but then it occurred to me that lots of other 

writers of Roman Mysteries (like Steven Saylor and Lindsey Davis) also use Rome as their 
heroes’ base. Then I remembered visiting Ostia for just a few hours one afternoon when I was 

eighteen; it was magical! Also, Ostia is on a much smaller scale than Rome and probably 
even more multicultural. 

 
9.       What’s your favourite Roman artefact? 

My fave Roman artefact has got to be my sponge-on-a-stick which is ancient Roman toilet 
paper. I take it everywhere with me. It always makes kids laugh and it reminds us that the 

Romans were like us in some ways but very different in others, which kind of sums up for me 
the abiding fascination of the Classical world. 

 
10.    What’s the secret of being a good writer? 

For me the secret of being a good writer is self-discipline. Everyone writes different types of 
stories and in different ways, but the one thing every writer needs is to just sit down and do 

it.  



Does My Head Look Big In This? 
 
REVIEW BY 
 Molly A 9RIR                  Randa Abdel-Fattah  

The book "Does My Head Look Big in This?" by Randa Abdel-Fattah was very interesting 
because it gave you an insight into the thoughts of a Muslim teenage girl who has just 
decided to wear her hijab full - time. 
 
I really liked it because the story had a few different messages in which really made you 
think about how much Muslims are discriminated against and the stereotypes people 
have for them. I would highly recommend it. 
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How I first discovered Ostia - exclusive article by Caroline Lawrence, writer of the Roman 

Mysteries  

 

I first visited this magical site one golden summer afternoon when I was a sixteen-year-old 

high school student on a study-tour from California. Like almost everyone I know who has 

visited Ostia, I fell in love with it. I wanted to go back in time to wander its streets, 

watch a play in its theatre, visit one of its many baths complexes. That afternoon in Ostia 

was one of the experiences that prompted me to study Classics and become a Latin teacher. A 

few decades later, when I began planning my series of children's mystery stories set in 

ancient Roman times, I decided to have my main characters live in Ostia. 

Then - Ostia would have been a busy port town, exotic and lively, brimming with people from 

all over the Roman empire: Greeks, Egyptians, Nubians, Jews, Syrians and Gauls. In the first 

century AD, Ostia's main function was to receive grain from Egypt and Sicily and to ship it on 

to Rome and its one million inhabitants. This grain was stored in Ostia's many warehouses and 

sometimes made into bread before being transported by barge along the winding Tiber to the 

capital city, fourteen miles away. In addition to the usual residents of a first century Roman 

town there would have been sailors, stevedores, ship-owners, storehouse managers, customs 

officers, rope-makers, sail-makers, and plenty of unsavoury types. When I asked one Classical 

scholar what ancient Ostia would have been like, he replied 'nowhere to bring up my child if I 

could avoid it!' 

Now - Today, Ostia is no longer bustling and dangerous, but quiet and peaceful. Over the past 

two thousand years the mouth of the Tiber has silted up, pushing the coastline away from 

Ostia. The site is landlocked and long deserted. Wandering around its ruins, you will find the 

remains of baths, temples, houses, shops, taverns, latrines and even a theatre. You can see 

traces of frescoes on the walls, half standing columns, marble thresholds and millstones from 

bakeries. One of the most distinctive features of Ostia are its black-and-white mosaics. They 

are everywhere. 

If you haven't brought a picnic lunch you can go back to the new snack-bar near the Museum. 

Here you can eat a delicious pasta or salad at parasol-shaded table on a pleasant terrace only 

a stone's throw from the Tiber River. Just the other side of this sunny courtyard is a 

bookshop where you can buy guide books and souvenirs, including a kit to make your own 

black-and-white mosaic of a dolphin. Oh, and the (modern) toilets are here! 

 

 

After lunch explore the site. Let your feet guide you. Lose yourself in Flavia's world. Look 

out for landmarks from The Twelve Tasks of Flavia Gemina: inscriptions mentioning Cartilius 

Poplicola, a covered fountain, a many-spouted fountain, baths, stables and - near the 

Capitoleum - the wonderful Inn of Diana, just like the one where Lupus games with some men in 

a little courtyard. 

 

www.romanmysteries.com 
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Miss Meaker's Book club/ Book Buddies  
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Reading is important because it develops the mind. Understanding the written 
word is one way the mind grows. 

11NM have been inspiring reading across the school, working with a variety of age 
groups at Tutor Time and DEAR.   Students have been having excellent 

conversations about their reading habits, book choices and how much they 
love literature.   

Although it was a scary thought at first, all the pupils involved (Year 7s – Year 11s) 
have worked collaboratively and have been able to articulate their thoughts on 
plot, structure and characters developing their language skills. The project has 

also encouraged pupils to actively listen and ask questions.  It has definitely been 
a two-way street as working with younger pupils has enabled the Year 11s to gain 

confidence in preparation for their interviews. 
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YOUR ART 

By Lana C 

7 EF/CG

By Evie H 

10 ACB
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By  Emre   A 

8  VDR

By Freya 

8 RES / RSA
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Books About: 

American Gods by Neil 
Gaiman 

Scary, gripping and deeply 
unsettling, American Gods 

takes a long, hard look into 
the soul of America. You'll 

be surprised by what - and 
who - it finds there... 

 

 Twelve-year-old Percy 
Jackson is on the most 

dangerous quest of his life. 
Percy must journey across 

the United States to catch a 
thief who has stolen the 
original weapon of mass 

destruction — Zeus' master 
bolt. 

A  group of clever, 
eccentric misfits at an 
elite New England 
college discover a way of 
thinking and living that is 
a world away from the 
humdrum existence of 
their contemporaries. 

The Odyssey by Homer 
retold by Geraldine 
McCaughrean. 
The Odyssey is literature's 
grandest evocation of 
every-man's journey 
though life. The ultimate 
mythology classic!  

Mythology  

PAGE NO.13 



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  /  

P R I Z E S   
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Editorial team 
Evie Harman 
Jasmine Crosbie 
Emma C 
Lorenzo S 
 
 
Designer 
Evie Harman 
 
 
Come and claim your 
prizes in the library! 
 
 
Finally, huge thanks to 
The Reading Agency for 
their generous support! 

Submissions that 
win a £5 amazon voucher 

Amy T 9PMA 
Emma C 10AAM 

Billy M 9PMA 
Molly A 9RIR 

Lana C 7EF/CG 
Emre A 8VDR 

Freya N 8RES / RSA 
 
 
 



COMING SOON 

An Art Special ! 
Submit any of your art to be featured in our February 
issue :) 
 
We're also looking for anyone in Year 8 or 9 to learn 
how to be the editor of Bookish - you'll learn skills 
such as graphic design and time management as well 
taking on the role of Bookish Editor this September 
(Something great to put in your resume)  
 
  

B O O K I S H  
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Designed by Patcham High Students 
Submission Deadline: 
Friday 15th February  
 
Bookish editorial team meeting every 
Monday in the library (Everyone 
welcome!) 


