
Reading is Power
Assembly

by Mr Warner







Opening lines

Which book would you read just by looking at the opening lines?

The decision is yours…



A. I yelled.

B. They make me go to counselling.

C. You’d think after my brother the snake 
was born they’d have stopped at one.

D. For a long time, my mother wasn’t 
dead yet.

E. And if you gaze long enough into an 
abyss, the abyss will gaze back into you.



A. I yelled. I fixed my seat belt while switching the car radio to a 
grime station.

B. They make me go to counselling. It’s been a month already 
but I still have to waste my afternoon with Dr Harrison at 
Mandela Lodge. 

C. You’d think after my brother the snake was born they’d have 
stopped at one. But no.

D. For a long time, my mother wasn’t dead yet. Mine could have 
been a more tragic story. 

E. And if you gaze long enough into an abyss, the abyss will gaze 
back into you. Who said that?



A. I yelled. I fixed my seat belt while switching the car radio to a grime station. I knew she 
hated that. 

B. They make me go to counselling. It’s been a month already but I still have to waste my 
afternoon with Dr Harrison at Mandela Lodge. The guy’s an idiot. 

C. You’d think after my brother the snake was born they’d have stopped at one. But no.

Next was the wolf, Fenrir.

D. For a long time, my mother wasn’t dead yet. Mine could have been a more tragic story. 
My father could have given in to the bottle or the needle or a woman and left my brother 
and me to care for ourselves – or worse, in the care of New York City Children’s Services, 
where, my father said, there was seldom a happy ending. 

E. And if you gaze long enough into an abyss, the abyss will gaze back into you. Who said 
that?

Up here there are abysses. 



A. I yelled. I fixed my seat belt while switching the car radio to a grime station. I knew she 
hated that. ‘Why don’t you believe me?’

B. They make me go to counselling. It’s been a month already but I still have to waste my 
afternoon with Dr Harrison at Mandela Lodge. The guy’s an idiot. Maybe these sessions 
would be worthwhile if Dr Harrison was any good at his job, or if I was actually upset 
about Hanna dying, but he’s not, and I’m not.

C. You’d think after my brother the snake was born they’d have stopped at one. But no.
Next was the wolf, Fenrir.
And then me.

D. For a long time, my mother wasn’t dead yet. Mine could have been a more tragic story. 
My father could have given in to the bottle or the needle or a woman and left my brother 
and me to care for ourselves – or worse, in the care of New York City Children’s Services, 
where, my father said, there was seldom a happy ending. But this didn’t happen.

E. And if you gaze long enough into an abyss, the abyss will gaze back into you. Who said 
that?

Up here there are abysses. Of all kinds.



A. I yelled. I fixed my 
seat belt while 
switching the car radio 
to a grime station. I 
knew she hated that. 
‘Why don’t you believe 
me?’



B. They make me go to 
counselling. It’s been a month
already but I still have to waste 
my afternoon with Dr Harrison 
at Mandela Lodge. The guy’s an 
idiot. Maybe these sessions 
would be worthwhile if Dr
Harrison was any good at his 
job, or if I was actually upset 
about Hanna dying, but he’s 
not, and I’m not.



C. You’d think after my 
brother the snake was born 
they’d have stopped at one. 
But no.

Next was the wolf, Fenrir.
And then me.



D. For a long time, my mother 
wasn’t dead yet. Mine could have 
been a more tragic story. My father 
could have given in to the bottle or 
the needle or a woman and left my 
brother and me to care for 
ourselves - or worse, in the care of 
New York City Children’s Services, 
where, my father said, there was 
seldom a happy ending. But this 
didn’t happen.



E. And if you gaze long enough 
into an abyss, the abyss will gaze 
back into you. Who said that?

Up here there are abysses. Of 
all kinds.



Who’s reading what right now?



Mr Lindner and his children…





Where’s Mr Marsh?



Mother and 
daughter…



Our Exam and Attendance readers…



Sitting 
comfortably…









A Reid-family read?









There's always 
time for DEAR



Keep using Accelerated 
Reader to quiz from home?

Just follow the link and get 
quizzing.

https://Ukhosted2.renlearn.co.uk/2248927

https://ukhosted2.renlearn.co.uk/2248927


Finally, PHS Story 
Time…coming soon…

You're the new girl in school. You're just trying to fit 
in - and it's not working. Then someone accuses you 
of theft, and you think things can't get any worse. 
Until you get caught in a freak storm . . .

The next thing you know, you're in the future. Being 
shot at for being out after curfew. You don't even 
recognise your hometown. And you're heading for a 
confrontation from your worst nightmare.

What if you could change the past to save the future?



“Whenever you 
read a good 
book, 
somewhere in 
the world a door 
opens to allow 
in more light.”


