
 

 

 

                    15th July 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer,       

I hope this letter finds you safe and well. 

Thank you for your support throughout the period of the school closure. It has been an 

extremely challenging time and I know that the coronavirus pandemic has had a profound 

impact on the lives of many families in our school community. If there is any support that you 

think we can offer please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

The school term officially ends at 12pm on Wednesday 22nd July. Teachers will continue to set 

work on Microsoft Teams up until the end of this week (Friday 17th), allowing students a 

couple of days to complete their work before the summer holidays. 

As you’re likely aware, the government has announced that schools should fully reopen from 

the start of the upcoming autumn term. They’ve decided this on the basis of: 

• The prevalence of coronavirus decreasing 

• The new NHS test and trace system being in place 

• More clarity about the measures that need to be in place to create safe environments 

in schools 

• Time out of school being detrimental to children’s development 

• The low risk to children of becoming severely ill from coronavirus 

We’re looking forward to welcoming everyone back in September. 

The first day of term for Year 7 is Monday 7th September. Students should arrive between 

8:30am and 8:45am and enter the school via the Maths Entrance. 

The first day of term for Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 is Tuesday 8th September. On this day only, 

there is a staggered start for students: 

Year group Time Entry point 

7 8:30am Maths Entrance 

8 8:45am Main Reception 

9 9:00am Drama Stairwell 

10 9:15am  Warmdene Gate 

11 9:30am  Warmdene Bridge 



 
 

 
 

The safety of our school community at Patcham High is paramount. We have put in place a clear 

set of protocols (Keeping our school COVID secure) for staff, students and parents to ensure we 

are safe. These protocols follow DfE guidance and are framed around proportionate protective 

measures for children and staff. 

1. Staff or students with symptoms do not come to school. Anyone who starts to display 

symptoms during the day will be isolated and then sent home. 

2. Staff and students wash or sanitise their hands regularly throughout the day, specifically 

when entering and exiting the school building or a room within the school building. 

3.  All rooms have sanitiser or a sink and soap. 

4. All rooms have tissues, bins and NHS signage to reinforce the NHS message catch it, bin it, 

kill it. 

5. All areas of the school are regularly and systemically cleaned. 

6. Year group bubbles are set up in zones around the school to minimise contact.  

7. Where possible, classrooms are set up with students sat side-by-side and facing forward. 

8. Staff maintain a safe distance from students and each other. 

9. Students will be social distancing (1 metre plus) during breaks, lunches, and transitions 

10. No areas of the school are crowded. 

11.  The school building is well ventilated.  

12. The local health prevention team is alerted immediately if a case is suspected. 

 

A copy of the protocols Keeping our school COVID secure is attached to this letter. This is an 

important document. Please read it carefully and run through pages 5, 7-8, and 9-11 with your 

child. On the first day of term we will talk through and clarify these protocols with all students. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance will be mandatory in September, as the government expects all pupils to attend 

school. The usual rules will apply, meaning we’ll be recording attendance and following up on 

any absences.  If your child has been staying at home due to the current shielding guidance, 

the government is due to pause this guidance on 1 August if there's a continued decline in 

coronavirus transmission rates. That means they should be able to come back to school in 

September. However, if you’ve received clinical or public health advice that your children 

should still remain at home, please let us know and continue to follow that guidance. We’ll be 

offering remote education to these pupils 

Transport (ref: page 6) 

Where possible please encourage your child to walk or cycle to school. If they are using public 

transport you should read through government guidance: 

(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers)  

The number 74 and 75 school buses will be running from the start of term.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


 
 

 
 

The school day (ref: pages 7-8) 

Students will be kept in Year Group Social Bubbles throughout the school day. Although this 

means that some provision has changed, we are still offering a broad, balanced and ambitious 

curriculum. The school day starts at 8.45am in tutor bases. Heads of Year will open doors/gates 

at 8.30am and will welcome students. Students will have 5 lessons, a DEAR session and a Tutor 

session. They will have a break in the morning and at lunchtime.  

 

Covid 19 Home/School agreement (ref: page 5) 

To ensure the school is Covid secure students need to comply with protocols and behaviour 

expectations. I have attached our Covid 19 Home/School agreement. Please read through the 

COVID 19 Home/School Agreement with your child. If you do not agree to abide by the 

home/school agreement it is important that you contact me directly. 

 

Uniform and equipment (ref: page 5) 

Students need to wear school uniform. On days that students have a timetabled PE lesson they 

should wear PE kit to school. It is essential that students bring their own stationary to school. a 

pencil case with a pen, a pencil, a ruler, a rubber, a sharpener, a calculator, a red pen, a glue stick 

and coloured pencils. Being covid secure means equipment cannot be borrowed from teachers 

or other students. Students will also need to ensure that they bring a full bottle of drinking water 

to school each day. Please contact the school if you are struggling with the cost of school 

uniform or equipment … we will help. 

 

Canteen 

We will be operating a pre-order system for hot and cold snacks during Break. Students will place 

their orders with their Tutor at the start of each week. The food will then be delivered to the 

students at Break. Students will be offered a hot (or cold) lunch in the Canteen. The lunch will be 

boxed. Students will return to their designated Year Group area to eat lunch. 

Offsite passes 

Year 11 will not be issued with offsite passes in September. Students in Year 11 are not 

permitted to go off-site at Break or Lunch. 

Pastoral support 

We’re aware that the lockdown has been a difficult time for many of us, including our pupils. 

Please let us know if you think your children might need extra support when returning to 

school, such as if they feel anxious about coming back or they’re experiencing bereavement. 

Track and trace 

If your child or a member of your household has any Covid-19 symptoms you must not come to 

school. You are advised to: 

A. Follow national guidance on self-isolation   

B. Get tested www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


 
 

 
 

C. Inform the school of absence by call our Attendance Line on 01273 503908 on 

each day of your child’s absence. You may also report absence, or message us, 

using the StudyBugs App, which can be downloaded using the following link: 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents         

 

Contingency plan 

We have a contingency plan in place if the school needs to close or there are further lockdowns. 

In preparation for such an occurrence we would like to ensure that all students have access to a 

computer and the internet. If your child does not have access to a computer and/or the internet 

please contact Ruth Astley at rastley@patchamhigh.org.uk 

                                 

If you have any questions or concerns about the points we’ve set out above, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. 

 

We’re extremely grateful for all the support we’ve received so far from the school 

community. We’ll continue to keep in touch if there are any updates to our plans or if we 

need to make changes due to new or updated government advice. 

 

We look forward to seeing your child back in school in September. 

 

I hope you have an enjoyable summer. 

                      

Kind regards 
 
 
 

John McKee 
Headteacher           

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:rastley@patchamhigh.org.uk

