Families’
Handbook
https://www.patchamhigh.brighton-hove.sch.uk

1

For students

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Contents
Welcome message
Introducing key staff
Meet the Year 7 Tutor Team (part 1)
Meet the Year 7 Tutor Team (part 2)
School Term Dates
The School day
Map
The curriculum
Education beyond the school day
Be Prepared & Student Services
Emotional wellbeing

For parents/carers & students

Contents

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Keeping in Touch & Meetings
Methods of Communication
Attendance
School Uniform
PE Uniform & Appearance
Ready to Learn – Equipment & lockers
Food and Drink – The Canteen, squid & Free School Meals
The Pupil Premium
Reading
Independent Learning & KS3 Reporting Cycle
Supporting students with SEN & What additional support we can offer
Ralph, the dog
Supporting your child at home
Home School Agreement
2

Welcome message
Mr John McKee, Headteacher
Hi
I am Mr McKee, your Headteacher at Patcham High.
I am really pleased that you will be joining us in September and becoming part of 'Team Patcham.'
Our school is fantastic and every one here is determined to help you enjoy your learning and make
excellent progress.
We will get to know each other really well over the next 5 years. I am at the front gate in the
morning to welcome you at the start of day. You will see me during assemblies or when I drop into
your lessons to see how brilliantly you are getting along. I will be teaching some of you Geography
and I am out and about around the school at lunchtime and break. My office door is always open if
you need some help or you want to show me some of the excellent work that you have completed. I
will make sure that I come along to support you when you are playing sport for the school or taking
part in the school production. I will say hello when I see you in the corridors and I will make sure to
remind you that I have huge belief in you.
Welcome to (y)our school!

Mr Hall, Assistant Head

My name is Mr Hall. I am an Assistant Headteacher and the school’s Safeguarding lead. My role is
to support you in feeling safe and happy in school. I am also involved with student voice at
Patcham High School. We believe that for you to feel a valued and involved member of our
community it is important you have a say on the things around the school and your school
experience. Once you are settled here you will have the chance to feedback to school councils or
represent key groups of students with similar interest by becoming a member of various school
councils.
Beyond my role here, I am probably better known as Ralph’s, our school dog, Dad as he lives with
me. I look forward to meeting and getting to know you all soon.
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Introducing Key Staff
Ms Chloe Gale, Head of Year 7
I am Ms Gale your Head of Year. I am so looking forward to welcoming you as members of Patcham
High School. Since the day I joined Patcham I have felt a sense of belonging and community – this is
what all staff at Patcham High School want for you.
We are working hard as a school team to make your/your child’s transition in to secondary school
smooth and positive. We have visited and spoken with key adults in the primary’s schools – putting
in place relevant information and getting to know about you/your child as an individual. Tutor
groups have been allocated and tutors assigned. The tutors are a passionate and talented team and
are looking forward to really getting to know their tutor groups. They are a consistent and
supportive part to secondary school life and will often be your ‘first port of call’ should there be any
questions or information to share.
I am really excited about being a part of this transition to year 7 and have seen my own children
through their transitions at different schools, giving me a different perspective other than this being
simply my job. My passion for our student’s happiness and wellbeing are first and foremost and I
appreciate this will look different for each and every student. Should there be obstacles we need to
overcome we will work together to do so.
I look forward to meeting you all.

Mr Finlay, Y7 Advocate
My name is Mr Finlay, and I will be the Year 7 Advocate when you arrive here in September. I
provide an extra layer of support for certain groups of students, including those receiving free
school meals. I will be in regular contact with you and your parents so we can work together to
make sure you enjoy your time here at Patcham and learn lots. I can support if you need help with
getting the required equipment, uniform, or PE kit as well as laptops for home learning. I am
excited to meet you and begin helping you build towards a successful future.
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Meet The Year 7 Tutor Team
Ms Sarah Painter

Hello, I'm Miss Painter and I teach Maths
and work at the Bridge with some of the
more vulnerable students. I have a
daughter, speak French and German and
love penguins. I look forward to meeting
you all in September!

Ms Giselle Wild (Mon-Thu)
& Mr Adrian Reeve (Fri)

Hello Year 7! I’m Miss Wild
and I’m really looking
forward to being your tutor
in September. One of my
favourite quotes is “Try to be
a rainbow in someone’s
cloud” and I hope we can
start every day with that in
mind. See you in September!

Hi, I'm Mr Reeve and I
am head of music at
Patcham High School. I
look forward to
meeting you and
welcoming you into one
of our many extracurricular clubs that we
run during lunchtimes
and after school.

Ms Holly Potter-Adams

After living in The Netherlands for five
years, I am really looking forward to
moving back to the UK and joining
Patcham as an English Teacher. I will be
spending the summer reading, listening to
podcasts, exploring new places and
looking forward to September when I will
meet all of you.

Ms Ruth Planer Moore

I'm Miss Moore, I love reading (classic
English teacher!) and playing sports. I play
Australian Rules football for Great Britain,
and I often come into school with bumps
and bruises from this - but I love sharing
stories from my games and hearing about
my form groups passions and hobbies.
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Meet The Year 7 Tutor Team
Mr Mike Maier

Mr Bradley Clayton

My name is Mr Maier, and I teach the best
subject of all… Food and Nutrition! I’m
excited to meet you all in September and
help you find your feet, learn, make new
friends and settle in at Patcham High
School!

Hello Year 7! I’m Mr. Clayton, a new
member of the science department.
Looking forward to meeting you all and
starting our journey at Patcham together.

Ms Bianca walsh-Benn (mon, Thu & Fri)
& Ms Jess Lloyd (Tue & Wed)

My name is Mrs WalshBenn and I love teaching
Science. When I’m not in
school I love cycling,
volleyball and pretty
much anything that gets
me outside and being
active. I also love food. I
can’t wait to meet you
all!!!

I teach languages at Patcham:
Spanish; French and German. I
love learning about languages
and other cultures and I hope
that you do too! When I'm not at
work I'm always with my family
and we're often enjoying the
outdoors together, exploring the
woods, relaxing on the beach, or
camping on sunny summer
weekends.

Ms Margaret Fay

Mahalo, Year 7. I am new to Patcham High
School this year, just like you are. I have
found that Year 7 students are very
interesting people and getting to know
each of you is one of the best parts of my
job. I teach Computational Thinking and I
love the challenge of using computers to
solve problems and puzzles. I have a
question for you. Can you guess where I
was born? I left a clue somewhere in this
message, and you can let me know what
you think when we meet in September.
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School Term Dates
Your first day in Year 7 will be Monday 6th September – arrive at 8:30am.
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The School Day
Timings
This is what a school day will look like for you.

PHS School Day
Extra Curricular Activities

08:00 – 08:30

Arrive at school

08:20 – 08:30

Lesson 1

08:35 – 09:35

Lesson 2

09:35 – 10:35

Break Time

10:35 – 10:55

Tutor Time

10:55 – 11:10

DEAR

11:10 – 11:25

Lesson 3

11:25 – 12:20

Lesson 4

12:20 – 13:15

Lunch Time

13:15 – 13:50

Lesson 5

13:50 – 14:50

End of School Day

14:50

Extra Curricular Activities

14:50 – 15:30/16:00/16:30

Example Timetable

Lesson number

The school day runs to a two-week timetable, this means that you will have lessons in a different
order in alternating weeks. Below is a sample timetable – You will each get your own individual
timetable on your first day.
Week 1 or 2?

Subject

Name of teacher
Room number

8

(Personalised learning
& CALM)
Dance
Studio
(Science & Tech)
First floor
(English & MfL)

second Floor Warmdene
(Science & Food Tech)

Library

(Art)
First floor
(MFL / ICT / Maths)

M8

KS3 office
(Y7 Head of year & Advocate)

Gym
HAll

Student
Services

New
canteen

Stage

(Sociology & Drama)
Ground floor
(Drama)
Main entrance

Swimming pool

Old Canteen
Ground floor
(Humanities &
Life skills) New 3G
Sports
pitch

Lower Ground floor
(Maths)
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The Curriculum
Year 7 (& 8)
At Patcham you will have more
subjects to study than you may be
used to at junior school. We’re really
lucky to have the best teachers in
Brighton and Hove. In order for you
to see all these teachers you will
have a more varied timetable. You
can see here the number of hours
you will spend in each subject per
fortnight.

Number of sessions every fortnight
English

8

Maths

8

Science

6

Modern Foreign Languages

6

Physical Education – Games

3

Physical Education – Sport Academy

2

Geography

2

History

3

Computing

2

Art

2

Drama

2

Music

2

World Views

1

Technology/Life Skills Rotation*
Food, Design Technology, Life Skills &
Textiles are on a carousel, changing
every 6-8 weeks.
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Year 9 and beyond
As students move from Year 8 and into Year 9 they have the opportunity to have some
choice over their curriculum. The choices students currently have are as follows:
They will be able to choose a qualification to complete during year 9 and 10.
They will be able to choose to focus on one Modern foreign language.
They will be able to choose two creative subjects from a pool of Art, Design Technology,
Applied Technology, Food Technology and Drama.
Towards the end of Year 9 students will then have the choice of 3 further options for
study in Years 10 and 11 alongside their core GCSE’s.
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Education beyond the school day
Extra-curricular clubs
At Patcham High we recognise the importance of Education Beyond the School Day. We offer
a range of clubs, activities and educational visits that aim to provide something for every
pupil. The aim of our extra-curricular provision is to provide opportunities for pupils to
extend their school experiences beyond the classroom.
We aspire to provide a wide variety of extra-curricular activities designed to inspire, educate
and physically motivate pupils. The extra-curricular activities are organised by enthusiastic
and experienced teachers who aim to foster an enjoyable learning experience for all pupils.
The restrictions surrounding Covid-19 have limited our offering but we hope to get back to an
extended offering for September.
Below you will find examples of previously run clubs & activities…

Languages cooking club
Football

Block Stamps & Stencils
CHOIR

Gymnastics
Creative Writing

Drawing club

Maths Coaching
Chess Club
Coding club

Big Band
English Coaching
Science Club
Basketball

Drama
Dr Who Club
Diversity reps

Keyboard club

Rubik’s cube club
FILM Club

Science Coaching
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Be prepared
Looking ahead at your first day with excitement and trepidation can take away from making
sure you are actually organised!
In order to help you prepare, below are a number of questions you may want to ask
yourselves, and ideas that may help have a smooth start here at Patcham.
o Have you set up a routine for the start of the day? Set an alarm?
o Have you packed your bag the night before and placed it by the front door
o Have you got a full bottle of water (and packed lunch if you’re having one)
o Do you need your PE kit?
o Do you know how you will get to school?
o Have you practiced the route so you are confident on timings?
o Do you know the school bus times & which stop(s) you need, maybe have them on your
phone
o Have you got a book for DEAR time in your tutor, try and bring something you’ll enjoy
reading!
o Do you have a bag that can carry your books, homework, PE kit and equipment?
o Have you set out your uniform out the night before

Student Services
Ms Clare Black

Student Services is in the heart of the school. Here you will find help if you need First Aid, or if
you need to find something you’ve lost. It’s the collection point for school trip letters or to buy
tickets for our excellent shows and you will always find a friendly face here.
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Emotional Wellbeing
At Patcham High School we recognise the importance of the emotional wellbeing of all members of
our school community.
We hope you will find this guide useful in supporting you to look
after yourself.
Keeping yourself emotionally healthy

Getting sorted:
o Organise yourself and your time by using lists and calendars
o Make sure you plan some time out or ‘me’ time

Food:
o The food you eat will affect how you feel. Don’t skip meals and make sure you eat well regularly

Activity:
o Doing a regular activity that you enjoy can boost your self-esteem and relieve stress and tension

Relaxation:
o Taking time to relax and chill gives your mind and body a chance to recover from pressures
o Recognise when you are becoming over tired, don’t exhaust yourself
o Different people relax in different ways, find a way that suits you

Sleep:
o Watching TV or using a computer will stimulate your brain and can stop you being able to sleep

Talking:
o Opening up and talking to someone about your feelings may help you get through difficult times

Myself:
o Be kind to yourself. Focus on your strengths and accept who you are
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Keeping in touch
There are some differences to be aware of between secondary and primary schools with regards
to communication. Due to the size of our school, and numbers of students we all teach, we are
unable to see parents/carers face to face every day. However, we want to encourage a good level
of communication between home and school as this is vital to help support your child at Patcham.
All staff are available to contact through the contact section of the school website and you are
also able to leave messages at reception. Please do be conscious that teachers often have very
busy timetables and may not be able to respond to queries immediately.
Should you have any queries in regards to a subject, you should contact the subject teacher in the
first instance and if you should need further advice then you may be directed to the Head of
Curriculum Area for that particular department.
For all other queries or general pastoral queries, you should always, in the first instance, contact
your child’s tutor. If you should need further clarification after this contact has been made you are
welcome to contact your child’s Head of Year.
Should you be confused about who to contact, please feel free to contact your child’s tutor who
will be able to pass your query on to the right person. Please be aware that you may not receive
an immediate response to your enquiry, especially if it needs to be passed along to another
person.
Other reasons we want to hear from you are if:
o You are worried about your child’s progress, their lessons or homework
o Your child is finding the work in lessons very difficult, much harder than their friends seem to
o There are changes to your child’s circumstances that may affect their work
o You have any worries that your child might be being bullied
o Your child is having to look after someone else in the family.
o Your child has an appointment that is during the school day which cannot be rearranged
o You are having problems with our cashless catering system or if your child has any problems
buying food at break or lunchtime
o Your child has any medical conditions we need to know about
o There are any problems with your child’s uniform

Meetings
If you would like to arrange a meeting with a member of staff, please contact them first via email.
On occasion we may request you attend a meeting. If your child is required to be present at the
meeting, we will aim to schedule the meeting to be outside of lesson time to ensure your child
does not fall behind with their learning.
Unfortunately, staff will be unable to see parents/carers who arrive at the school without an
appointment.
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Methods of Communication
Patcham High School
Ladies Mile Road
Brighton
BN1 9PB

https://www.patchamhigh.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 503908
office@patchamhigh.org.uk

School Website:
Our website holds a wealth of information about the school. Information about events will be here
too.
.

Email:

We often send out letters or information by email. Please ensure we have an up-to-date and active
email address stored on our system.

Text Message:
General information may be shared with you via our text messaging system. Teachers may also
send text message to communicate with you about your child. Do let us know if your number
changes.

Sims Parent App:
Login details will be provided in September. Through this app you will be able to access your child's
timetable, their achievement points and progress reviews.

Letters:

Commonly, letters will be left in the bottom of school bags. To avoid this, we publish all letters on
our school website. We will send you a text message or email to make you aware of new letters.

Telephone:
Teachers, your child’s tutor, their Head of Year or Advocate may contact via telephone to talk about
your child’s progress or their attitude to learning. Other staff may contact you via telephone if your
child becomes unwell during the school day. We will always use the phone numbers in the order
of priority the phone numbers appear on your child’s application form.

Social Media:
We regularly update our Twitter feed to share news and updates. Our Twitter feed can be viewed
on the homepage of our website or you can follow us using the handle @patchamhigh
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Attendance
Attendance officer: Ms Gamain
I am the Attendance Officer and I monitor student’s attendance to school.
We expect excellent attendance at Patcham High School and we work hard with our students
and their families to achieve this.

Absence From School
If your child is going to be absent from school, then you should inform us before 08.35am that day, giving a reason for
their absence. This can be done by:
Calling our Absence Line: 01273 503908
Using the Studybugs app: https://studybugs.com/about/parents
E-mail:
jgamain@patchamhigh.org.uk

If your child does not attend and we have not been notified, we will send you a text message or call you. Absences
without reason will be recorded as ‘unauthorised’.
Ideally, appointments should be made outside of school hours. We know that this is not always possible, so when your
child does need to miss lesson time to attend an appointment, we ask that you provide evidence so that the absence
may be authorised. This can include appointment cards, doctor’s or hospital letters, copies of prescriptions and photos
of appointment texts.
When in school, students should not contact parents / carers and make their own decision about going home. They
should see their Head of Year if feeling unwell whilst in school.

Punctuality
We expect all of our students to attend school on time so that learning time is not lost. If your child is going to be late,
for whatever reason, you should inform us as above. If a child is regularly late, after the close of the register, then we
may refer for a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Attendance Support Meetings
Should your child’s attendance be a cause for concern, you will be invited to attend a meeting at the school. This is a
supportive measure that enables the school to work with you to ensure your child’s regular attendance. You may be
asked to sign a contract with the school and this will outline what can be done to help you and your child.

Holidays During Term Time
Absence for taking a holiday during term time will only be authorised for exceptional circumstances. If you wish to apply
for a holiday / leave of absence for your child, please write a letter addressed to the Head Teacher and hand it in to
your child’s Head of Year at least two weeks before the first day of intended absence. Should this absence be
unauthorised, please be aware that you may be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Covid-19
For information relating the school’s current Covid-19 attendance information, please see the Patcham High School
website.

Further Information
If you have any queries relating to your child’s attendance to school, then do not hesitate to contact me:
jgamain@patchamhigh.org.uk or 01273 503908 ext. 210
16

School Uniform
At Patcham we believe in our motto of ‘One Team, One Dream’ and as such we want students to feel a
sense of belonging to our school community. This starts with students wearing our full school uniform.
We want our students to develop a sense of Pride in being part of our community and being fully
organised and prepared for a day at school. Arriving in a consistent uniform sets a mindset for the rest
of the school day in being organised and prepared to learn. It helps students develop a Respect for
their role in school as learners and, therefore, support them in achieving Success.
Our aim is to provide an affordable uniform that allows some individuality whilst ensuring students
can access their curriculum safely. We do, however, appreciate it represents a cost. All Brighton and
Hove Secondary Schools have made the following collective pledge… If you are struggling with the cost
of school uniform, we will help. Parents and carers who may have difficulty providing the required
uniform should contact their child’s Head of Year or Advocate to discuss the issues in confidence and
explore the support that the school can provide.
Students who are not in correct uniform will be asked to address the issue and you may be called so
that we can open a dialogue to support the removal of any barriers your child and/or family have in
providing a full uniform.
Coats can be worn over uniform to and from school, but must be removed inside the building.
Students wearing a coat to school should have a school jumper underneath it so as they are warm
enough in the school building once the coat is removed. Therefore, a coat is not a replacement for a
jumper and an additional jumper or hoodie should not be used as an ‘extra’ layer. In cases where
students have access to all the correct uniform items, but choose not to, we will use our sanction
system as required.
Please label all items of clothing/equipment with your child’s name so that lost items can be returned.

PHS Uniform – These 5 items must be worn every day
1. School Top *

Black top with the school logo. They can be either:
Fleece * (£11.50)
Cardigan * (£17.25)

2. School Shirt *
3. School Skirt * or School
Trousers or Shorts
4. Footwear
5. Tights or socks

Sweatshirt * (£11)
School blue polo shirt with the school logo * (£8)
Patcham High School tartan skirt *(£20)
Patcham Plain black formal tailored school trousers or shorts
(no chinos, black jeans, track suit trousers or sport shorts)
Fully plain black shoes or trainers with black soles and black
laces
Tights - unripped plain and non-patterned (black).
Socks - Plain black or white ankle socks/regular length
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PE Uniform
PHS PE Uniform – These must be brought to school on days students have pe
1. School PE Top *

Blue Patcham PE Hoodie (£13)

2. School PE Shirt *

Black Patcham PE Top (£8)

3. School PE Bottoms

5. 3G Pitch Footwear

Plain black sport shorts or plain black tracksuit trousers or
plain black sports leggings
A change of footwear from their school shoes suitable for
physical activity
Football boots with moulded studs, blades or astro turf soles

Optional:

Patcham Sports Socks

For Swimming Lessons

Swim shorts or one piece swim costume (A t-shirt can also be
worn for swimming over the top

4. Footwear

School Uniform and PE items marked with a * are only available from Logo Sports
(www.logosports.co.uk)

Appearance
Appearance - Please be aware
Jewellery

Discreet and safe. Must be removable for practical subjects

Piercings

Piercings should be discreet and worn to protect a piercing
from closing so studs should be worn as a replacement to any
larger piercing (hoops, bars etc) that are worn outside of
school.
For Health and safety, no acrylic or false nails

Make Up
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Ready to Learn
Equipment
It is essential that students are equipped for learning every day.
School bag
All students must have a school bag of suitable size to carry their equipment.
Students are expected to bring a full set of equipment to school everyday including:
o Pens, pencil, coloured pencils
o Ruler, Pencil sharpener & Rubber
o Scientific calculator
o Protractor & pair of compasses
o School Journal (provided by school)
o Reading book (can be loaned from the library)

Lockers
Lockers are available for Year 7 students to hold their belongings. You do not need to rent a
locker and students should generally keep their equipment for the day with them in their
school bag. However, some students like keeping additional resources or PE kit in a locker.
Patcham High School lockers are provided by I.L.S. for students to rent on an annual basis.
Rental costs are currently £20 p.a. allowing use from September through to July. If you would
like a locker, but are unable to afford it, please contact Mr Finlay.
The locker size is as follows:
Height: 450mm
Width: 300mm
Depth: 450mm
In July parents will be able to book lockers for the following school year. There may be some
availability through the school year, but if not it is possible to join a waiting list.
To book a locker please look online at their website for availability or give them a ring on
01582 488 885.
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Food & Drink
Our new canteen & sQuid
September 2021 will see the opening of our new canteen space.
Patcham High School is a cashless school. We do not accept cash payments at all. The cashless
system we use is sQuid. (Details to set up your sQuid account will be sent via post in August.)
You will be able to ‘top up’ your child’s school sQuid account which will enable them to purchase
food from the canteen at break and lunch. The school sets a £5 per day maximum spend, if you
would like it to be reduced, you can contact the finance office once the sQuid details have been
sent out.
There will be a range of food and drink on offer at break and lunchtimes, alternatively, students
can bring a packed lunch.
We would appreciate you supporting us with encouraging student to make healthy choices as
part of a balanced diet.

Free School meals (FSM)
At Patcham High there is no stigma associated with students receiving free school meals. In the
canteen, there is also no way of others identifying which students are receiving FSM.
Students who receive free school meals will have their school sQuid account automatically
topped up every day with £3 to enable them to purchase the equivalent of a snack at break and a
main meal at lunch (students have the flexibility to choose what food to purchase)
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The Pupil Premium
Are you Eligible?
Our school receives extra funding, known as the Pupil Premium to support students who are;
eligible for Free School Meals, currently in care or who were previously in care. You can read our
Pupil premium report on our website to see how the money has been spent. Mr Finley, Y7
Advocate, supports this group of students.
It is estimated that around 20% of students that are entitled to Free School Meals do not take
them. Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
o Income Support
o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
o Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
o The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
o Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)
o Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
o Universal Credit – if you apply on or after the 1st April 2018 your household income must be less
than £7400 per year
Children, who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, may also get
free school meals.
Working Tax Credit
If you are in receipt of any Working Tax Credit you will not be eligible to apply for Free School Meals
Unsure if you are eligible for free school meals?
The Brighton and Hove FSM Team can undertake an online check for you in complete confidence –
you will need to tell us your National Insurance Number or your National Asylum Seeker Number
(NASS), your date of birth and your surname (as it appears on your benefit letter). You can email
them on freeschoolmeals@brighton-hove.gov.uk or call them on (01273) 293497.
Alternatively, you can check for yourself via https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/. Follow the link to ‘check
eligibility’. Click on the blue ‘proceed’ button, select ‘Brighton and Hove’ and ‘Patcham High School’.
If you agree to their privacy notice, you can enter your surname, National Insurance number and
Date of Birth and you will receive an instant notification if you are eligible or not.
If you are eligible you should then complete the Brighton and Hove application here
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-education/schools/free-school-meals .
As soon as this is processed we will arrange for the FSM payments to go onto your child’s account
daily to enable them to purchase food in the canteen. If you have any further questions or you
would like any support with a FSM application, please contact Jayne Newman on
jnewman@patchamhigh.org.uk or on (01273) 503908.
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Reading
DEAR (Drop Everything and Read)
At Patcham High School we are committed to encouraging all of our pupils to read for pleasure.
Research has shown that pupils who read for pleasure by the age of 15 have “significantly
increased life chances”. Reading is a highly skilled activity. Reading improves our vocabulary;
reading gives us access to new knowledge; reading is a skill that can always be improved. When
we read we encounter thousands of words we may never come across in daily speech.
How will we encourage reading for pleasure?
Every day, for 15 minutes, students read with their tutor group during DEAR time.

We also use the Accelerated Reader computer program. AR is a customised reading program
designed to meet the reading needs of all students. Every student takes a STAR reading
test. The information generated from this helps students to select books that are difficult
enough to maintain challenge but not too difficult to cause frustration. Furthermore, AR helps
us to monitor students’ vocabulary growth and literacy skills. Once students have read a book,
they take a quick computer-based quiz. The program automatically prints out reports showing
how well students have performed.
Our aim is to boost pupils’ performance in all academic areas and to develop and life-long love
of reading.
Everything starts with reading!

Ms Braiden & Ms Jarvis

Library
Welcome to your library!
Here is some information about how it all works:
o The library is open from 8am-4pm Monday to Friday.
o You can also come to the library to get a new book during Tutor Time and DEAR.
o You have your own library account which keeps a record of what you borrow.
o You can borrow two books at any time. Loans are for one month, but you can renew the
books if you need them for longer.
o We have hundreds of brilliant books, so if you don’t know what to read, we’d love to help
you find your next best book!
o We have an online library catalogue so you can get reading ideas, search for books and
reserve them online !
o You can take a quick look at it here, but you won’t be able to log on until you start in
September: https://uk.accessit.online/ptc02/
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Independent Learning
Homework
At Patcham High School we believe that a good, well-managed homework programme helps
students to develop the skills and attitudes needed for successful lifelong learning.
Benefits - Homework has a number of benefits for students:
o The strengthening and consolidation of learning from the classroom.
o The encouragement of independent learning skills.
o The opportunity for creative and thoughtful responses to ideas covered in class.
o The opportunity for a dialogue between students and parents / carers.
o Learning how to manage time effectively and work to set deadlines.
Year 7 Students should expect to spend around 5 hours on independent learning per week, with
approximately 30 minutes per homework. Students will be given homework once a week in Maths,
English, Science, and MFL. Once every two weeks students will be given homework in Technology,
Geography, History, PE, Art, Music, IT, Drama and Life Skills.
At Patcham High School we use Microsoft TEAMS to set all our independent learning. You will be
given log in details once you have started in September and you will be linked to a TEAM for each
of you subjects, your tutor group and your year group. Within these TEAMS are where you will find
messages from your teachers and assignments and homework set.

KS3 Reporting Cycle
Assessment
Throughout years 7, 8 and 9 students are assessed regularly in lessons to check understanding
with more formal assessments at the end of units of work. Feedback is ongoing and acts as a key
tool to develop student progress.

Progress Reviews
Students will receive ‘Progress Reviews’ each term that will provide information on progress in
core curriculum subjects. Progress reviews are accessed via the SIMS Parent app, but also as a
paper copy given to students.

Parent
Consultations
Parent consultation events are held online. You will be able to have ‘meetings’ with teachers of
each subject. Additionally, there is a Parent /Tutor consultation early on in term 1 of Year 7.
Key information included in progress reviews relates to the progress flight path which gives a
broad indication of the potential outcomes in the future for these subjects. This is of course likely
to vary from subject to subject and change as the student progresses through school. Alongside
this information are figures relating to latest attendance, achievement and behaviour points.
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Supporting students with SEN
SENCO
Ms Bocking

KS3 Deputy SENCO
Ms Romijn-wilcox

Hi my name is Miss Bocking
and I am the SENCO here at
Patcham High School. I am
also a PE teacher and one of
the owners of Ralph the
school dog. I am from Wagga
Wagga which is in Australia.

Hi my name is Ms RomijnWilcox and I teach Science
here at Patcham. I’m from
San Francisco, California.
Can’t wait to meet you all.

KS3 TA Coordinator
Ms Sarah Ugle

Hi, I’m Miss Ugle. I teach
entry level science and also
TA. I sued to have a pet
tortoise and help look after
the KS3 SEN students. Can’t
wait to meet you all.

What additional support we can offer
o Counselling

o Support from the Primary Mental Health Worker

o Group work

o Referrals to outside agencies

o Ralph

o Someone to check in with

o C.A.L.M

o Parent groups

For further information on any of the services above please contact your child's tutor, the Head of
Year, or the SENDCo, Ms Bocking.

C.A.L.M.
The C.A.L.M. unit consist of a team of Learning Mentors who provide support and guidance to
students who appear to be struggling with self-management, social and emotional difficulties.
The key objective of a Learning Mentor is to assist the student to overcome any barriers to
learning they may face. The C.A.L.M. team support students both inside and outside of the
classroom, developing a relationship with the student to help them access the curriculum.
Every student that comes our way will have a tailored support plan around their individual needs.
The overall outcome hopes to engage and motivate pupils, promoting and reinforcing selfesteem, welfare and academic success.
The Learning Mentors help to create pathways for academic success; working in line with the
whole school approach to develop students GRIT and resilience.
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Ralph, the dog

We’re very lucky at Patcham to have a school dog. His name Ralph. He’s a Cockapoo—a cross
between a Cocker Spaniel and a Poodle. Ralph’s breed has been specially selected as this
breed is extremely friendly, good with young people and does not moult. He has been a
member of our school since June 2014. Ralph lives with two of our teachers when he is not at
school.
Ralph is mainly based in the Personalised Learning Department helping students with their
learning and self-management. Research has shown that dogs can have a great impact on
students’ reading, attendance, self-management and social development.
If you take a look at our Dog Policy on the school website, you will see some of the ways in
which Ralph will be able to help our students and wider community through his work.
We are aware that some may not like dogs and may even be phobic. We will be asking form
tutors to speak to their students and pass on the names of any students who are unsure or
possibly frightened by dogs. Also, students may have allergies to pets, although Ralph’s coat
does not moult and therefore is more hypoallergenic than many other dogs. If you know your
child has allergies that may be triggered by Ralph, or if they are unsure or scared of dogs,
please contact your child’s tutor.
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Supporting your child at home
Reading
Reading is intrinsically good and is the single activity most correlated with happiness and
success. A child’s reading age and reading fluency level also has a massive impact on their
attainment at the end of Year 11. Ensure reading becomes something that is completed daily
within the house. Books are available at Patcham High for every child. Ensure your child is taking
advantage of this and reading often and widely whilst at home.

Start the day the right way
Make sure your child is up and has had their breakfast ready to leave for school on time. Decide
on a wake-up time and set an alarm the night before. This is a great first step in establishing a
routine.

Talk about their day
Have conversation about which lessons your child has ahead of them each day. Ensure they
check they have the correct equipment for any specialist lessons and all of their exercise books.
We understand it can be difficult to get your child to engage in a conversation about their
learning at home. Use your child’s timetable after school to structure your conversations about
what they have been learning in particular subjects.

Create a Positive Learning Environment
We understand that sometimes it can be difficult to find space to complete any homework or
independent study. Make a positive learning environment for your child with a quiet work area
that is theirs to work in away from distractions.

Daily Exercise
Build time into the routine at home to ensure your child completes some daily exercise. Exercise
is proven to improve blood flow and memory; it stimulates chemical changes in the brain that
enhance learning, mood and thinking.

Education Beyond the school day
Encourage your child to be part of the school and local community by attending after-school
clubs and activities. Take an interest in your child’s interests and build this into discussing their
plans for the future.
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Home School Agreement
The school will:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Uphold the school values of Pride, Respect, Success and Teamwork
Care for your child’s safety and wellbeing
Put high quality learning and teaching at the centre of all we do
Promote high standards of work and behaviour, and provide clear guidelines for students and
parents
Ensure your child is given every opportunity to achieve their full potential as a valued member
of the school community
Provide a balanced curriculum to meet your child’s individual needs
Contact you if we have any concerns, and keep you informed about your child’s progress and
how you can help them at home
Be open and welcoming at all times
Be considerate of the school community in our use of social media

The Parent/Carer will:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Support the school values of Pride, Respect, Success and Teamwork
Ensure that my child attends school regularly and is in school by 08:30 am
Ensure that my child is always dressed in the correct Patcham High School Uniform.
Make the school aware of any concerns or problems that might affect my child’s selfmanagement
Support my child with their homework and home learning opportunities and ensure my child
completes their homework on time
Attend parents’ evenings and meetings about my child’s progress
Support the school with any disciplinary sanctions (including, detentions, placement in BLU and
exclusions)
Support my child in responding positively to the high expectations and regulations of the school
Be considerate of the school community in my use of social media

The Student will:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Support the school values of Pride, Respect, Success and Teamwork
Attend school regularly and on time and with the proper equipment.
Wear school uniform and be tidy in appearance.
Do all my class work and homework on time and to the best of my ability.
Tell a member of staff if I have any worries or concerns
Behave in a manner which is respectful to people and property both inside and outside of
school
Care about the school’s reputation in the community
Follow the school’s rules and expectations
Demonstrate grit by working hard to achieve my goals and develop resilience to help me
overcome barriers that I may encounter during my time at school
Be considerate of the school community and my peers in my use of social media.
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https://www.patchamhigh.brighton-hove.sch.uk
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