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Patcham High School  

Welcome to the Year 8 Choices booklet 2022.   

This is an exciting time for Year 8 students as it is an opportunity to have some choice  
in what they will study in Year 9.   
 

Year 8 students will be asked to make 3 choices: 
 

Firstly, choose a modern foreign language: French or Spanish or German. Currently students 
study two of these, they need to choose one of them to continue into Year 9. This language will 
be continued as a GCSE  through to Year 11. 
 
Selected students will have additional literacy instead, parents will be contacted directly regarding 

this and this MFL choice will not be visible on the SIMS app. 

 

Secondly, a creative option (non examined):  Students choose 2 subjects from:  
 
• Art  
• Applied Design  
• Design Technology  
• Dance 
• Drama  
• Food Technology 
• Sports Leadership and Performance 
 
This is not a GCSE or equivalent course and is not a prerequisite for studying a GCSE later in 
Years 10 or 11, but will be useful. 
 

Thirdly, early GCSE/Technical option (examined): One 2 year course selected from:  
 
• Physical Education (GCSE or Cambridge National Sports Studies) 
• Music BTEC 
• Hospitality and Catering—WJEC Vocational Award 
• GCSE Classics  
• GCSE Economics 
• GCSE Photography 
• GCSE Religious Studies 
• GCSE Statistics  
 
Vocational award / BTEC / Cambridge National equivalent to 1 GCSE qualification.  
 
Important: At the end of the Spring term in Year 9 students will have the opportunity to choose 
one more option subject to study in Years 10 and 11 (alongside English, Maths, Science, Modern 
Foreign Language, Geography or History) from potentially the following subjects: 
 
Art /  Art Textiles / Citizenship / Computer Science / Drama / Dance / DT / Food Science / Geog-
raphy / History / Media Studies / Music GCSE / Statistics / Sociology. 
 
All choices are made on the SIMS Parent APP. 

Completed choices deadline Tuesday 3rd May 2022 



Modern Foreign Languages    

You need to choose one of the languages you currently study. This will begin 

your GCSE course in Languages. You will continue this into years 10 and 11. 

 

French – German - Spanish 

There are hundreds of jobs and careers which require a foreign language. This is not surprising 
when you consider the information orientated world we now inhabit. Here are a few facts for you: 
94% of the world does not speak English as their first language and 75% of the world doesn’t 
speak any English at all. Because most of our trade is with non-English speaking countries, on  
average people who use languages in their job earn 8% more than their colleagues. But apart 
from  financial reasons, learning a language is a great way to start getting to know other people 
and appreciating other cultures. Learning a language improves the quality of your life and your  
understanding of the world and how other people think.  
 
Each Modern Foreign Language is divided into the following 3 themes: 
 
• Identity and culture 
• Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
• Current and future study and employment 
 
Why its important to study a Language? 
 
The list of reasons is endless but apart from aiding your communication skills and enabling you to 
talk to a great many new people it includes giving you opportunities in the following fields: 
banking, travel and tourism, business consultancy, engineering, customer support, events,  
international sales, secretarial work, being a personal assistant, being a travel courier,  
market research, translation and many more. 
 
How will these subjects be assessed? 
 
Students will be following the  AQA specification. The assessments will take place at the end of 
year 11 and will be as follows . 
 
• Listening : 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)   25% of final grade 
• Speaking : Exam conducted with member of MFL team     25% of final grade 
• Reading:  45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)     25% of final grade 
• Writing : 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)    25% of final grade 
 

Who should I see for more information?   

Miss Carney. Head of Languages ML2 or speak to your language teacher. 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE OPTION  



Students already study these subjects as part of the Year 7 and 8 curriculum and have 

the opportunity to continue 2 of these into Year 9:  

Art 

Choosing Art will be a foundation to beginning the GCSE course in Years 10 and 11. Art will give you a 

wonderful opportunity to learn how you can develop and explore your ideas. You will learn how to look at 

the work of artists and craft designers to help with developing your ideas. You will learn how to build on 

your skills of using a range of different 2D and 3D art techniques,  

Applied Design 

Applied design is an exciting opportunity to learn how you can develop and explore your design ideas by 

looking at the work of artists and designers. Through a combination of different techniques such as hand 

drawn, digital manipulation and design skills, you will learn how to apply your designs to a range of materi-

als including packaging, materials and fabrics to create interesting and creative products. This course will 

give you the necessary skills to continue in years 10 & 11 in Art Textiles, Art or Design Technology. 

Dance 

You will be taught and create own choreographies in a variation of styles. This will develop performance 

skills, technical skills, increase confidence and knowledge in preparation for GCSE level. Styles that we will 

study: Contemporary, Jazz, Commercial, Hip-Hop, Musical Theatre & Lyrical. The skills learnt in this year 

will guide you smoothly into the BTEC course, if you choose it in year 10 through to 11. 

Design and Technology 

The Design and Technology course has been designed for students who want to further develop their un-

derstanding of how to manufacture high quality products in plastics and metals. You will develop your prac-

tical skills using a range of tools and equipment including hand tools, machine and computer. The course 

covers theory in product manufacture and basic engineering together with how to present your ideas using 

freehand, CAD and formal technical drawings. This course is a foundation Design Technology GCSE 

course in years 10 & 11. This is not a traditional woodwork or metal work course. 

Drama  

Continuing to study Drama will give you the opportunity to develop your confidence, communication and 

team-working skills, through exploring different styles of performance.  You'll learn and develop acting tech-

niques within Realism, Epic Theatre, Theatre of Cruelty, Physical Theatre,   Devised Theatre and Theatre 

in Education which will prepare you for studying BTEC Performing Arts.  You'll participate in practical work-

shops, rehearse performances in groups, perform your work and share feedback.  You'll also learn 

the theory behind the practical skills and techniques through research tasks and written evaluations. 

Food Technology 

Food Technology will allow you to further your food preparation and cooking techniques together with gain-

ing a basic understanding of food nutrition and food science. Students are given regular opportunities to 

demonstrate and apply their knowledge and understanding in a fun and practical way. This is a foundation 

for a GCSE in Food and Nutrition in years 10 & 11. You should not choose this if you would like to take the 

Hospitality and Catering course as your examined option for Years 9 –10.  

Sports Leadership and Performance  

This option is for students who are passionate about PE, Sport and being as physically active as possible. 

Students should have a strong desire to develop their physical skills and understanding of rules and tactics 

in a range of sports in addition to beginning their journey in becoming an effective sports leader. A passion 

for PE, Sport and being physically active. A desire to want to learn how to lead other students effectively. 

An excellent participation and kit record in Year 8 PE lessons and Sports Development. 

Important note: 

Student numbers in Design and Technology and Food Technology are limited. We will do 

our best to accommodate all students, but it is essential to put down a reserve choice IF we 

are oversubscribed in these areas. 

CREATIVE OPTION SUBJECTS  



Classical Civilisation GCSE 

What will I study if I take this subject? 

During the two year study, you will investigate two exciting elements of the Classical world. The 
first element you will study is Homer’s Odyssey. You will read this great myth and get to know its 
sneaky hero, Odysseus, as well as the monsters and challenges he faces. To compliment this   
literature you will carry out a historical study of Homeric Greece looking at cities and ancient    
warfare.  The second unit you will study investigates ‘Myth and Religion’ in the ancient world. You 
will need to be ready to learn about the gods, the myths and the amazing buildings of Athens and 
Rome! 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? 

You should have no objection to reading, writing and note-taking as all the topics are written      
assessments that will require in depth study of a text or source material.  Skills in evaluating 
sources are valuable, but will be taught during the course.  Most importantly, you will be             
encouraged to  express your own opinions and judgements on the ancient world, engage in      
debates, group work and independent study, therefore being able to argue your points and back 
these up with evidence is particularly important.   

What will this a qualification in this subject lead to? 

Classics is a diverse academic subject encompassing elements of English, Art and Ancient      
History.  The variety of topics we cover mean that you develop a wide range of skills and show 
any employer how adaptable you are.  Your abilities to analyse, evaluate and justify your opinions 
developed by this course are some of the core skills that employers look for.  Classics can also be 
studied at A-level and degree level.  Elements of this course would also complement study in    
Archaeology, Drama, English Literature and Ancient History. Opportunities for careers in law,  
business, the civil service, as well as the creative arts arise from Classical studies. 

Trip options:  

Italy or Greece (Easter holidays)  British Museum( Day trip)  National Gallery/ Kallos Gallery (Day 
Trip) 

How will these subjects be assessed?  

Unit 1:Thematic Study - Myth and Religion (50%) 

J199/11 

90 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

Unit 2: Literature and Culture – Roman City Life (50%) 

J199/21 

90 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

Weblink: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/  

Who should I see for more information?  

Mr Darby Head of Classics. 

Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/


Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  

GCSE Economics 
 
Studying GCSE economics will give you an awareness of how modern-day society works. You will develop 
a greater understanding of how businesses function and what roles we play in affecting the economy.   
 
Our GCSE in Economics introduces you to basic economic ideas and helps you develop skills to think as 
economists. You learn how customers, producers and governments link together in markets in the UK and 
across the world.  
 
What does the qualification cover?  
 
Part 1 — Introduction to economics 
 
Students are introduced to fundamental economic terms and concepts and apply them to explain how mar-
kets work in contemporary and historical economic contexts. They study the roles of the main economic 
agents, how they interact, and the importance of financial markets. 
There are two topics: 

 Introduction to economics 
2. The role of markets and money 
 
Part 2—National and international economics 
 
Students develop their understanding of how governments aim to achieve economic objectives and the 
effects of economic policies on markets, as well as the importance and impact of international trade. 
There are two topics: 
1. Economic objectives and the role of government 
2. International trade and the global economy 
 
In both components students are encouraged to evaluate the moral, ethical and sustainability issues that 
arise from economic activity. 
 
What can the qualification lead to?  
 
GCSE economics will give you a greater appreciation of the world around you and the desire to learn more 
at A Level and beyond. This is a very popular and successful A level at out local 6th form colleges. 
 
Studying GCSE Economics will allow you to develop key skills for the future. 
 
Students who perform well in this qualification compared to their overall performance should strongly    
consider this progression route as it can lead to employment in the business sector. In such areas as Actu-
arial analyst; Chartered accountant; Compliance officer; Data analyst; Economist; External auditor; Finan-
cial risk analyst; Investment analyst; Political risk analyst; Risk manager; Statistician; Stockbroker 
 
Who should I see for more information?  
 
Mr Coffin — Mathematics Department 



Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  

Hospitality and Catering (WJEC Level 1/2 vocational award)  
 

This course is suitable for students who want to learn about the Hospitality and Catering industry 

and is a good foundation for those who want a career in these sectors. Students will learn how 

hospitality and catering providers operate, the job roles involved and what factors they need to 

make them run successfully. Students will also continue to gain knowledge of how to safely plan, 

prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes. Lessons are a combination of both theory and practi-

cal and students will be required to provide own ingredients for some of the lessons.   

 
What will I study in this subject?   
 
The course is split into 2 units: 
 

The Hospitality & Catering Industry – this involves studying the make-up of the industry and the 

types of business that operate within it. It includes health & safety, food safety legislation, food ill-

health & allergies, and environmental issues.  

Hospitality & Catering In Action – this involves the study of nutrition, menu planning to suit die-

tary needs, cooking methods and presentation techniques.  

Over the course, students will study these two units. Unit 2 is the internal assessment where stu-

dents will plan, prepare and cook a nutritious meal based on a scenario. Students will cook fre-

quently, allowing them to develop high level practical skills which will enable them to be success-

ful when completing coursework.  

 

How will the subject be assessed?  

Unit 1 – externally assessed written exam – 40%. Unit 2 – internally assessed NEA (Non exam-

ined assessment) – 60%. The NEA takes place during Year 11 and requires students to nutrition-

ally plan, prepare and cook a variety of dishes for a given customer group or dietary need. The 

project consists of both written work and a 3 hour practical exam which assesses their practical 

skills and ability.  

Who should I see for more information?  Mr Maier or Mrs Wells in Technology depart-
ment   



Music BTEC 

 
This course allows you to engage with the music industry and develop a range of relevant practical 
and technical skills. You will explore music product development and events management, and apply 
your knowledge in new and practical industry-related contexts.  
 
The qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE, and is aimed at everyone who wants to find 
out more about the music industry.  
 
You will study the following two core units, covering the fundamental knowledge, skills and              
understanding required for the music sector:  
 
• The music industry  
• Managing a music product.  
 
You will build on the knowledge gained in the core units, and explore two subsectors of the music   
industry, by choosing a further two units, covering areas such as:  
 
• Introducing live sound 
• Introducing music composition  
• Introducing music performance  
• Introducing music recording  
• Introducing music sequencing.  
 
How will I be assessed?  

 
You will carry out tasks/assignments throughout the course. Your teacher will mark these, and so you 
will receive feedback as to how you are getting on.  
 
For the assessment for Unit 1 which is sent away to be marked, you will be able to draw on the 
knowledge, skills and understanding you have developed in the qualification as a whole.  
 
What will this a qualification in this subject lead to? 

 
The sector-specific knowledge and skills will support progression to a level 3 academic, applied    
general or technical level music or music technology qualification, or to an apprenticeship.  
 
What other subjects go well with music?  
 
This qualification is designed to be taken as part of a broad and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 4. 
It will go particularly well alongside GCSEs in EBacc subjects (including computer science), non-core 
GCSEs (e.g. drama, media) and/or other Technical Awards to provide both curriculum breadth and 
the skills you need to make informed choices about study post-16.  
 
The course is different from GCSE Music as it requires you to cover such areas as stage presence, 
working with others and musicality, as well as setting and reviewing your own development process. 
GCSE Music will be available to choose in the Year 10/11 option program. 
 
Who should I see for more information?  
 
Mr Reeve. Head of Music 

Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  



Photography 

 
Are you creative and imaginative? Do you enjoy exploring ideas and looking at things in different 
ways? If so, you should consider a course in photography. You will enjoy developing your understand-
ing of the visual world, learning practical skills and responding to ideas and issues in ways that are 
personal to you.  
 
Photography is about looking, learning, thinking and communicating ideas. It inspires creative think-
ers. Photography means ‘drawing with light’ and that is what photographers do when they take a pic-
ture. Many photographers have explored various techniques to create images that make a personal 
statement about things that have interested or concerned them. The most exciting aspect of photog-
raphy is that you are capturing the world as you see it.  
 
Students produce a portfolio of work to study particular themes relating to the work of a range of past 
and contemporary artists and photographers. Developing ideas through digital techniques and media, 
and using programmes such as Photoshop, form a major part of each assignment. 
Students will explore various approaches, demonstrating skills in composition, viewpoint and depth of 
field making appropriate use of colour, line, tone, texture, shape and form, in response to an idea, 
theme or brief. Students will need to explain and critically review their work, through written annota-
tions, as this will form a crucial part of the assessment. 
 
During the course, you will cover at least one of the areas below: 

• Landscape photography (working from the built or natural environment). 

• Portraiture 

• Still Life photography, (working from natural or manufactured objects). 

• Documentary photography, photo journalism, narrative photography, reportage 

• Fine Art photography, photographic installation 

• Photography involving a moving image, (television, film and animation). 

• New media practice such as computer manipulated photography and photographic projections 
 
How will I be assessed?  

 
Component 1 Coursework – 60%. This consists of a portfolio of selected work from a series of as-
signments. 
Component 2: Externally-set Exam – 40%. Your need to produce your own assignment in response 
to an externally set paper. You will have nine weeks preparatory time and 10 hours supervised work 
under examination conditions. The test will form part of the exhibition, which is assessed both inter-
nally and by a moderator from the AQA board.  
 
What will this a qualification in this subject lead to? 

 
There are many careers where a qualification in Photography is desirable. These include several arts-
based and creative fields, involving working as a Freelance or Corporate Photographer, working in 
publishing or production as well as in the fashion or film industry.  
 
Who should I see for more information?  
 
Mrs G Wild (Head of Art), Mrs E Fieldsend, Miss V Fraser — Art department. 

Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  



Examinable Physical Education (PE) 
 
The two examinable PE qualifications offered are: 
OCR GCSE PE 
OCR Cambridge National Sport Studies 
 
Students should choose to complete an examinable Physical Education course if the following ap-
plies to them: 
They are passionate about PE, Sport and being physically active.  
• Track record of excellent participation levels in Year 7 and 8. 
• There will have been no PE kit issues in Year 7 and 8. 
• Prepared to give 100% in all activity areas/sports. 
• Likely to have been involved in extra-curricular PE/Sport/Physical Activity. 
• Likely to participate regularly outside of school. 
• Willing to go outside comfort zone. 
• They might be interested in progressing onto A level PE, a Level 3 vocational PE course 

(BTEC/CNAT) or to pursue employment in the Sport & Leisure industry. 
They wish to develop their knowledge and understanding of the following: 
• Physical Factors Affecting Performance (OCR GCSE PE). 
• Socio-Cultural Issues and Sports Psychology (OCR GCSE PE). 
• Practical Performance (OCR GCSE PE). 
• Analysis and Evaluation of Performance (OCR GCSE PE). 
• Contemporary issues in Sport (OCR Sport Studies). 
• Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities (OCR Sport Studies). 
• Sport and the Media (OCR Sport Studies). 
 
In addition to the above our subject lends itself to the development of social, emotional, and inter
-personal skills/qualities that will allow our students to be confident, resilient young people who 
are able to work in a team, communicate well and solve problems.  
 
Why are there two qualifications offered? 
In examinable PE we offer 2 pathways (GCSE and Sport Studies) because we want our students 
to have the best chance of success. The two courses are different in regard to content and are as-
sessed in differently. As PE teachers who know our students and their capabilities well, we will en-
sure they follow the course that they will get the most from and ultimately will give them the best 
chance of being successful. Both qualifications have the same value. 
 
How are the courses assessed? 
 
OCR GCSE PE: 

 2 x 1-hour terminal exams (30% each). 
Proficiency in 3 sports: 1 team & 2 individual sports or 2 team & 1 individual sport (30%)  
Controlled assessment (10%) 

OCR Cambridge National Sport Studies: 
1 x 75-minute terminal exam. 
2 centre assessed and OCR moderated coursework units. 

How will the courses run? 
Students who opt to complete an examinable PE course will receive 5 hours of lessons a fortnight. 
These will be split between practical and theory. There will be an expectation that students are in-
volved in the extra-curricular programme, and they will also need to commit to after school support 
sessions. 
 
Examinable PE is only offered in Years 9 and 10. It will not be available to students in Years 10 
and 11. 
Who should I see for more information?  
 Mr Brookes. Director of Sport    tbrookes@patchamhigh.org.uk 

Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  



Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  

Religious Studies 

Why Should I choose Religious Studies? 

Following on from World Views, Religious Studies is an opportunity for you to further develop key 
skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, negotiation and empathy which are highly regarded 
by colleges and universities. The subject provides a fantastic pathway into Business, Law, Medicine 
and Politics:  
 

“GCSEs which develop critical thinking, problem solving, a curiosity about the world, communication 
and teamwork skills, alongside broad study skills, are excellent preparation for the study of A levels 
and BTEC L3 courses. Religious Studies provides an excellent platform to study all manner of  
subjects. They [the skills and topics] relate to certain themes very well within subject groupings:  
Sciences, Maths and Computing – ethics within environment, medicine, technology and engineering; 
Humanities, Languages, Business – social, moral and political awareness. ” 
James Moncrieff (Deputy Principal at BHASVIC) 
 
You will also have extra-curricular opportunities such as a joint Religious Studies and Latin trip to 
Rome, trips to places of worship, both local and further afield, as well as inviting people of faith to 
come in and speak to you about their beliefs and everyday life. 
 

What personal qualities would be useful for this subject? 

In order to succeed in Religious Studies, you will need to have a passion and interest in learning 
more about other cultures and an interest in current affairs/ social issues addressed in the news. If 
you have ever wondered about big questions such as “Does God exist?”, “Is there life after death?”, 
“What is right?”, or “Do we have free will?” then pick Religious Studies to try and find an answer… 
If there is one! 
 

The Qualification 

We offer the AQA Religious Studies A: Full Course (8062). The course is made up of two parts: 
 

The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices (1 hour 45 min exam worth 50% of the GCSE) 
 

• Christianity – The nature of God, the creation, life after death, good and evil, Jesus, worship, 
prayer, the Church, charities, different denominations and cultural practices within Christianity 

• Islam – The nature of God, Angels, Muhammad (pbh), predestination, life after death, Sunni and 
Shi’a Islam, jihad, the five pillars of Islam, festivals 

 
Thematic Studies (1 hour 45 min exam worth 50% of the GCSE) 
 

• Religion and life – abortion, euthanasia, animal testing, scientific and religious beliefs about the 
world, evolution, the sanctity of life 
Religion, peace and conflict – peace, justice, forgiveness, reconciliation, terrorism, reasons for 
war, pacifism 
Religion, crime and punishment – good and evil, causes of crime, corporal punishment, the 
death penalty, forgiveness, aims of punishment 

• Religion, human rights and social justice – human rights, prejudice, discrimination, religious per-

secution, wealth and poverty, charity, human trafficking, refugees and asylum seekers. 

 

Who should I see for more information? Mrs Kinchin-Frost (H5) 



Year 9 and 10 early OPTION SUBJECTS  

Statistics  
 
Why should I choose Statistics? 

 
GCSE Statistics develops skills you will use in other subjects such as science, geography,        
psychology, and helps reinforce techniques needed for your GCSE Maths as well as supporting 
your progression to A level Maths. Real-life scenarios will capture your interest and give you an 
insight into the importance of statistics in the real world. 
 
What will you be learning? 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop statistical fluency 
and understanding through: 
 

• the use of statistical techniques in a variety of authentic investigations, using real-world data 
in contexts such as, but not limited to, populations, climate, sales etc. 

• identifying trends through carrying out appropriate calculations and data visualisation     
techniques 

• the application of statistical techniques across the curriculum, in subjects such as the        
sciences, social sciences, computing, geography, business and economics, and outside the 
classroom in the world in general 

• critically evaluating data, calculations and evaluations that would be commonly encountered 
in their studies and in everyday life 

• understanding how technology has enabled the collection, visualisation and analysis of large 
quantities of data to inform decision-making processes in public, commercial and academic 
sectors, including how technology can be used to generate diagrams and visualisations to 
represent data 

• understand ways that data can be organised, processed and presented, including statistical 
measures to compare data, understanding the advantages of using technology to automate 
processing 

• applying appropriate mathematical and statistical formulae, and building on prior knowledge. 

 
What personal qualities would be useful for this subject? 

• You enjoy maths and are considering studying it at A Level 

 
How will this subject be assessed? 
 
There will be 2 written exams at the end of Year 10. 
 
Who should I see for more information?  
 
Mr Coffin / Ms Astley Mathematics department. 


